MUSIC SUGGESTIONS FOR THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL

Music for funerals, as for any liturgy, should help people pray. Music expresses the
hopes and beliefs of our faith in a way the spoken word cannot. At a funeral, the music
should lead the assembled community to an awareness of the central mystery of the
Christian faith, namely, our redemption from sin and death through the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Secular or non-liturgical music is not appropriate at the funeral
liturgy; it may be more appropriate at the Vigil or Wake Service or at the graveside.

Select music that enables the assembly to pray by considering the makeup of the people
expected. The following are suggested hymns found in the St. Michael hymnal that would
be familiar to most Catholics. Those with an * would be familiar to many Protestants.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (choose 1)

Ps. 23 “Shepherd Me, O God”
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”
Ps. 25 “To you, O Lord, I lift my soul”
Ps. 27 “The Lord is my light and my salvation”
Ps. 103 “The Lord is kind and merciful”
Ps. 116 “I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living”

HYMNS (choose up to 3)

Amazing Grace * 701
Be Not Afraid 754
Eye Has Not Seen 785
How Great Thou Art * 630

| Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 781

| Know That My Redeemer Lives * 561

| Will Be With You 587
In the Arms of God 788
Lord of All Hopefulness * 714
On Eagle’s Wings * 749
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 893
Sing With All the Saints (Ode to Joy) * 563
Unless a Grain of Wheat 868
You Are Near 751
COMMUNION HYMNS (choose 1)

Eat This Bread 1022
| Am the Bread of Life 1008
Take and Eat 1009
Taste and See 1006
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